Restorative dialogues after sexual assault

The thought of a woman who has been sexually assaulted wanting to meet the

man who assaulted her may seem unthinkable and absurd. Many women however

do

not feel that justice is done in the aftermath of the crime regardless of

whether the case ends up in court - or as happens more often - the case is

discontinued or not reported at all. For some women a direct or indirect

dialogue in a safe setting can help restore their impaired sense of

selfworth, justice and security. At the Centre for Victims of Sexual

Assault

in Copenhagen we have assisted these direct or indirect dialogues for some

years and this presentation will discuss lessons learned.
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